reported to be a source of neurotrophic factors. The present study examined As shown in Fig. 1A , Nissl staining revealed that the striatal transplants had survived and grown in the lesioned host striatum and contained many neurons of similar morphology to those in the host brain. Glial cells were more dense surrounding the transplants (Fig. 1A) . Transplant survival and a similar morphological appearance of transplant cells was observed in all of the animals.
The KA lesioned striatum is often characterized by depletion of neurons with dense but evenly distributed glial cells. In all of the animals, in areas of striatum where the astrocytes had been transplanted, a greater density of glial cells was observed compared to the KA lesioned striatum and to the striatum in sham transplanted rats.
Immunocytochemical staining A high density of GFAP stained astrocytes or OX-42 stained microglia was observed in the areas containing striatal and astrocyte transplants compared to that in the host. There was also an increase in the density of GFAP and OX-42 staining in the KA lesioned striatum relative to the unlesioned striatum. However, a higher density of GFAP and OX-42 staining were often observed in astrocyte transplant areas (Fig. 2) . 
